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This book isn't about sexy robots and I am very sorry... 



If this has somehow made it into your hands, I firstly want to say sorry that this isn't the book you 
thought it was. There are no tales of intrigue, no sexy mysterious strangers, no dragons to fight and 
no sensationalised lies. Ifyou wantto learn more about schools, why they don'tworkand howto 
make things better, please keep reading. If you're lookingforsexy robot adventures, I suggest 
passingthis book onto a friend and go on a search foryour attractive android. 

The idea behind this book is to teach high school students about the education system, its history, 
how it works and how it's broken. We wantto teach you this because we feel that the truths of the 
educational system are often hidden and unexamined, and when school fails students, the students 
often unfairly take the blame. This is us trying to take our power back from schools and give it to the 
students. We want you to know why it doesn't work, to question the system, to learn that the re are 
better ways and most importantly: to know that not liking and not doing well in school is not 
because of you. It'sthe schoolsthatare failing you, notthe otherway around. 

So please: read, learn and question everythi ng. Question your teachers, your school and yourselves. 
Please pass this book on after your done and add your own notes in the back, we want as many 
students as possible to start their own school revolution and change the way they think about 
education. 
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Who ore we? 



We are a group of researchers from Kwinana, Rockingham and Mandu rah/Peel regions. We research 
education and inequalities, trying to find links between structures of schooling and inequality and 
unfair educational outcomes. We truly believe in every student's ability to learn and become 
successful with or without school, regardl ess of socioeconomic status, race or gender. This book is 
both our way of re porting back our research into the community and an effort to help students fight 
back againstoppressive school systems and recognise their abil ity to be critical thinkers, active risk 
takers and people who can make a difference in their own communities, schools and lives. 



We are currently doing this anonymously as we are unsure about possible backlash from this book, 
however, if you wanttoget in contact with us and learn more, contribute to any ongoing research, 
or have a look at ways we could possibly help you on your own journeys we have some contact info 
below. 



For nowthough you can call us, 

K.P, M.S and team 

Underground School Project WA 

Contact us at: 

undergroundschoolswa@gmail.com 

Facebookpage: http://bit.do/USPWA 
Facebook group: http://bit.do/USPWAgroup 



Schools: A History 



It is a requirement of modern developed societies (think Australia, US, UK ect.) that they have an 
educational system in place. The idea of the modern school: free compulsory education for all 
childrenisa relatively modern one. 



Schools as we know them where invented in the industrial era to meet the needs of the new 

capitalist economy. 



Schools are a modern invention, they were created during the industrial revolution. The industrial 
revolution was a time of great change in the world and how societies worked. The industrial 
revolution was driven by a change in technologies available (steam engine, electricity) and how 
people worked. Before the industrial revolution people worked in family businesses, yourfatherwas 
a blacksmith and he taught you howto be a blacksmith so you can teach your own son. Children 
were taught at home by their parents and learnt skills for adult life, such as work, from their parents 
too. This changed when people started working in factories, parents could nolongerteach their 
children or look after them at home. People worked in factories and assembly lines. This maximised 
profits, but greatly changed families. The working classes moved into city si urns and worked all day, 
factory owners exploited their workers, families got poorer while the rich got richer and because the 
adults worked all day, children either ran wild without supervision or where forced into jobs at a 
reallyyoungage. 

When thinking about the industrial era, think about 'OiiverTwist', 'Scrouge' and ‘Sherlock’... It was 
dark, grimy and overall pretty crappy time to be anyone not rich. 

This is time schools where invented for, and they haven't changed much since. Schools where 
invented fortwo reasons. 

One: To keep children off the streets. Due to parents being in factories, nobody was watching the 
kids and someone needed to 'babysit'. This idea is still used today, and perhapsyou have heard 
people say 'at least if keeps them off the streets' when talking about school? Yep, it's true and one of 
the main reasons whyschool was invented. 

Two: To separate out the factory workers and the factory managers. The big idea of schools was to 
workout who was 'smart enough' to run the factories when they grew older and who would have to 
work in the assembly lines because they were not 'good enough' to be in charge. Schools sorted 
lower cl ass kids out from middle class kids and taught them to be good workers. Factories and 
schools have many similarities because ofthis: following rules, the timetables and bells, being sorted 
by subject. Schools were invented to he I p lower cl ass people become conformist and good factory 
workers to he Ip the economy of the Victorian era and they continue to work on the same framework 
today. 




Schools in Australia 



If you're reading this you should probably have a pretty decent idea about what Australian schools 
are like, given thatyou're an Australian school student but just in case this book has made its way to 
another country, we will give you a brief run through about what Australian schools are like and how 
they are run. 

Australia has compulsory education for all children between the ages of five until fifteen (although 
some states its seventeen) when you start school all depe ndsonyourbirthdate and what state or 
territory you live in. Australia has had compulsory schooling since federation in 1902, but has a 
history of schooling si nee before Australia 'officially' became a country, in 1880, when New South 
Wales instituted free, secular and compulsory education. This system was built upon the religious 
catholic and protestant school systems in place at the time. 

Full time school attendance in Australia was not instantaneous and before World War II, nearly half 
of all Australian students didn't attend high school. This improved afterwards and by the 1970's 
most students attended high schools for at least four years. 

University attendance in Australia was very low until after World War II was well. The combination 
of prolonged participation in high schools by Australian students, societal pressure and schemesto 
make university attendance accessible by all, such asthe Whitlam Governmentenablingfree 
university education for all, had caused a much larger population to attend universities and other 
tertiary institutions. In 1913 only 2% of Victorian students went onto university, wherein 1998, 
Australian wide around 15% of students went on to further education after high school. 

Currently, the Australian Educational systems are run by the state governments. The state 
governments pays for schools, and decides upon the curriculum. That said since 2012 Australia has 
been creatingthe 'Australian National Curriculum' which will make all schools in Australia, regardless 
of where you are, have to teach you the same thing. The Australian National Curriculum is in a 
transition phase and has been implemented for some subjects, whilst others are still being debated 
and reviewed beforeimplementation. 



Australia has three levels of schooling: Primary, Secondary and Tertiary. 



Pre-pri mary/prep is not compulsory and are not very regulated. That said, where and what level of 
pre-primaryyou do is dependent on which state you are in. 

Primary and secondary school are compulsory and regulated. 

Tertiary is universities and TAFEs, they are partially funded through the government through HECS - 
HELP scheme. Pre-FIECS-FIELP university attendance in Australia was freeforall. Currently ifyou 
decide to attend university, you will need to pay for it usually through HECS-HELP or upfront. TAFE is 
either paid straight up or through the VET-FIELP scheme, which is similar to HECS-HELP. 

Australian education systems are rated very highly around the world. In 2009 Australia was rated as 
6 th for reading, 7 th for science and 13 th in math in the Programme forlnternational Student 
Assessment (PISA). Australia rates 2 nd currently (2015) in the UN Education index, just behi nd 
Norway. 




Australian schools are very similar to many other developed countries schools in how they work, and 
are currently beingsteered towards a more 'American' based system with lots of standardised 
testingsuch as the NAPLAN. There is a largerfocuson the Maths, Sciences and English subjects 
within Australian schools with political pushes towards more math and English. 




Schools in Rockingham , Kwinana, Mandurah and Peel 



If you have ever heard or said the following: 

"I can't do it Miss, I'm from Rockingham/Kwinana/Mandurah, I'm stupid" 



You're not alone. I have heard it, had it said to me, I have joked around that I'm a Bogan or lesser 
because I live around here. And I have quite a few things, both good and bad to say about this area. 

Firstly, Kwinana and Rockingham is my home. It's the best place I have ever lived in, and I have lived 
a lot of pi aces. The beach is beautiful, I love all the trees, the houses are cheap and it's not that far 
from the city. I haven't always lived in this area, but I have always been happy to be here. I would 
get strange reactions though when I told people I lived around here, I'm sure you have too. Snobby 
ladies look at me like I'm trash, friend's joke that I'm going to get robbed and people at job 
interviews seem disinterested when I say that I live here. It sucks and it's really wrong and unfair. 

People within Kwinana/Rockingham/Mandurah and Peel are not any less worthy or any more stupid 
than anyone else in Western Australia. Nobody has poisoned our water supply to make us all lesser. I 
will say that it true that we are the victims of the system here, we are not as rich as other suburbs 
and they tell us it's our fault. What's worse is that we believe that when it's just not true 

Our area is a low socioeconomic area. We have high rates of unemployment and some of the highest 
rates of youth unemployment in Australia. Schools in our region have reoccurring issues with 
students dropping out, not paying attention and not achieving grades 'high enough' for the students. 
School students within Kwinana, Rockingham, Warnbroand Mandurah have some of the lowest 
chances of going to uni. Do you know why? 

Do you think it's because we are stupid? 

It's actually because the schools don't offer the classes that will let you get an ATARhere. You have 
one class for an ATAR subject spread around several schools, that one class of twenty out of 
thousands of kids! Statistically the chance that you will get an ATAR high enough here, even if you do 
very well, is very low. 

On top of that, there are no real universities in the area. In Rockingham there is the Murdoch 
University Rockingham campus, however, they closed their undergraduate programs and only have 
research programs and a university enabling program there now. Meaning that if you want to go to 
uni, you needtotravel up to Murdoch orfurtherup. 

That doesn't mean that the re isn't hope. That you should n't try for something better just because 
the system is worki ng against you. That's why we wrote these books, why we are sneaking them into 
schools. We want you to know how unfairly you are being treated. How you are being lied to when 
they say it's your fault and to try to show you howto take action and not let yourself become 
anothervictimtothe broken system. 




A teacher's view! 



I've worked in schools in this region for a number of years and I think the hardest thing to 
have to deal with is not 'at-risk' young people but the lowered expectations that teachers 
have of students in this region 

I've heard other teachers call students racist terms such 'lazy coconuts', or derogatory terms 
such as sluts or dicks, or 'thick' or criminals. You name it I've heard teachers say it. When 
there is a problem in schools teachers always blame the students. I've never heard a 
teacher say that they should change their ways and be better teachers but it's common to 
hear them talking about how students need to improve and try harder. 

What I think that teachers never think about is how the system works to keep poor students 
poor and rich students rich. When you live in this region most teachers think that all we're 
good for is a low paid job. It's not true. If you're not given a chance in the first place then no 
one can succeed. 



What is sociology? 



Ok, so it important for you to know a little about sociology and how to think sociologically in order to 
understand this book and in order to think critically about schools. 

Sociology is the study of society. It is the study of social behaviours, of societal problems, and 
society. Sociologists look at how societies develop, how social problems such as unemployment 
occur, they study institutions such as education and economics and look at all the connections 
between society, institutions, social problems and culture. Sociology is like that Wikipedia game 
where you try to get to 'Hitler' in 7 clicks, but instead of horrible dictators you have, human 
behaviour, intuitions, societal issues and stuff.... Ok, and some dictators. 

However, hopefully you get my point. It's all about the connections... Who would have guessed 
midnight Wikipedia binges would have actually been re levant for something! 



Sociology is what this book is about, we are making the connections between our society and 
schools. We are connecting the capitalism with deep and unquestioned beliefs that help schools be 
what they are today. But before we move onto our critical analysis of 'why schools suck' a little bit 
on howto thinksociologically 




Sociological Imagination: How to think like a sociologist 101 



So, Sociology is a big and fancy fie Id of study. People become professors of sociology and spend their 
lives in tweed elbow patches based on this stuff... teaching this very section to undergraduates in 
huge lecture halls, usually very badly. I'mgoingtodothis better and you are going to become a 
badass expert by the end of this book. 

Lets do this! 

Sociological imagination is a way of thinking using sociology. It was 'invented' by an American 
sociologist in the 1950's called C. Wright Mills. Basically the sociological imagination is a way of 
thinkingtotry and see all the connections between social institutions. 

Imagine your own life and all the things that have influe need you, music, politics, art. Everything that 
influences you, good or bad, is in turn influenced by other things. Take music for exam pie, the 
invention of the internet has changed how we access music. We now listen and watch online and in 
very easily accessible ways. The internet in turn has affected how we think and communicate around 
the world, influencing politics, art, healthcare, military ect. Music is also influe need by social issues 
that are occurring at the time and cultural ideas about what is 'good' music. Cultural ideas about 
what is 'good' music are subtle and are influenced by trends and ideologies that currently run in the 
culture. In Australia we live in a capitalist society which has ideals such as individualism, which is a 
focus on the worth of individuals rather than groups. We can see this in both big and small ways in 
our music, small things like experimentation and creative endeavours could be taken up because an 
artist believes in individual worth, or big break up songs where 'you don't need to put up with crap 
because your amazing' where the messages of individualism are more obvious. 

In picture form itwould looka little likethis: 



Using your sociological imagination is all about finding those con nections! 

Why we use the sociological imagination isn'tjustso we can have a deeper understanding of society, 
but so we can use our understanding of society to make positive changes in the world and to help 
those around us. 




ilitary 



The 

State 





Art 

movements 



We do not use our sociological powers for evil 



Who t is Capitalism? 



Capitalism is an economic system. Basically it's a free market, in which people and businesses are 
free to make as much profit as possible without government interference. It's a 'hands off' way of 
dealing with the economy where the government doesn't interfere and businesses try to create as 
much profitas possible. Capitalism started off because peoplewere upset atthe monarchy and 
aristocracy havingtoo much control overbusinessand land, thus peoplefeltthatan economy 
without control fromthe state (government/monarchy) would be bestand lead to betterand more 
stable economy. In capitalist societies, businesses maketheirowndecisionsand own their 
properties and goods, which are then sold for profit. Capitalism has caused great economic growth 
and has helped build some of the most powerful societies within modern times. However, capitalist 
systems are not without criticisms. Capitalist systems, cue to their free market nature have little 
regulation and often fall victim to corruption, greed and exploitive actions in orderto make more 
profit. Capitalism has caused greatersocial stratification between socioeconomicclasses and fora 
majority of the worlds wealth and goods to be long to only a few people (think: occupy wall street 
movement). Capitalism also has further reaching effects beyond business. Conservative political 
institutions often act in the best interest of capitalist systems, giving tax breaks to big businesses 
because they believe that a stronger economy will best protect people. Capitalist economic models 
depend on competition for both businesses and for workers, so within unregulated capitalist 
economies, small businesses and workers often struggle to survive. In fact, fora capitalist system to 
survive, a certain number people need to be unemployed, or else there would not be enough 
competition between workers to be able to create goods. 

In Australia we have a capitalist economy, however, we also have elements of regulation called trade 

laws to help protect smaller businesses, other laws such as consumer protection and workers rights 

help protect customers and workers from negative aspects of capitalist economies such as 

exploitation and greed. Capitalism has both its strengths and weaknesses 

and we encourage you to learn furtheraboutthe issues (checkoutthe Capitalism Playlist 

links). 





Marxism 101 



Marxism is a set of political and economic ideas that originate from a guy called Karl Marx. Karl 
Marx was a very interesting man with a huge beard whose life's work centres on capitalism and 
looking critically on capitalist systems. Karl Marx spent his life looking at the issues the capitalism 
creates such as the exploitation of workers, the increasingsocial stratification between social classes 
(the rich get riche rand the poor get broke as f*$k) and the harm that capital ism has done to other 
social institutions such as family. Karl Marx created an antithesis (opposite) to capitalism with his 
book The Communist Manifesto. Marxism is the fore runner to communist political and economic 
systems and essentially believes in having all means of economic production (businesses, schools 
ect.) owned by the state so everythingcan be shared equally between everyone. Marxism works 
towards every person, from doctors to garbage men being equals, and the abolishment of social 
class. 

Marxs ideas had a lot of influence in the early 20 th century and led onto what is currently known as 
communism within countries such as China, Cuba, Vietnam and the former USSR. However Marx ism 
not only influenced communism but also other political views, such as Social Democracy and 
Reformist Social ism. What all of these have in common is the idea of positive freedom, that the state 
needs to take action to create a world in which everyone has the same chance of success. That in 
order to be truly free to pursue our lives, we all need an equal chance of success. In order to achieve 
that equal chance, sometimes the state needs to intervene. 

Many Marxists say that modern "Communism" is not true Communism at all. That nations such 
as USSR, The People's Re public of China, Cuba, and Vietnam are different forms of Capitalism, often 
with heavily "nationalized" industries. These regimes are criticised by Marxists as becoming corrupt 
and being exploitive of their citizens and ultimately not following Marx's teachings. 



Regardless of what you personally think about Marxism and Karl Marx's teachings, he is very 
influential and importantfigure in political theory. 



Karl Marx 





The Communist Manifesto 






Agency us Structure 



Agency 



In sociology there is an ongoing debate about what has more influence on our choices, ourselves or 
our culture that we grew up in. This debate is called agency vs structure. Some people believe that 
all our choices are driven by ourselves, our will, determination, choices and behaviour are entirely 
our own. This is what people refer to as agency. Some people disagree with this viewpoint that 
agency is what drives human behaviour and take a more structural view point. They believe that 
human thinking, behaviour, emotions and choices are influenced by the society that you live in, in 
often unconscious ways, that in the end influe nee your behaviour and who you are greatly. 
Structural viewpoints still believe that agency exists, just that it can be heavily influenced by society. 
So, for example, you are really thirsty and you want a coke. Do you really want the coke just because 
you do and you have chosen to have it, or because subconsciously society tells you when you're 
thirsty, you should have something sweet/sugary or you need to buy something to not be a 
cheapskate who drinks only water. Is your choice to drink a coke truly your own? 

We have used this debate to create a tool for understanding social issues using these key ideas 
within sociology in an easy way. This tool (our agency vs structure grid) is meant to help you 
deconstructwhatyouthinkis goingonand help you thi nk criti cal ly and notice key patterns of how 
people think and address social problems. It works by asking two questions: Is the behaviour driven 
by agency or structure? And what should be done to address the issue? 




Structure 



Regulation (order) 





Structure vs Agency continued... 



So, lets run through an example of howto use it and feel free to draw in your answer, the more 
people who draw in answers as the book gets passed around and read, the more information you 
can begin to see. 

So, Students who are bored and don't do their work in school (something cal led disengagement), Is 
their behaviour driven by their own choices, (i.e. agency) or is their behaviour influe need by the 
school and structural problems, perhapsthey can'tconnect with lessons well becausethe 
department of education says you have to learn something in a boring way (e.g. structure). So, at 
this point, you decide what you think influences being bored in school more. You don't need to 
choose extremes and can be somewhere in-between agency and structure if that's what you think. 

The next part is to ask yourself, what do you think should be done about the issue? Should schools 
or students have more rules and regulation to fix the issue, do we need more order? (regulation) or 
do we need something to change, do we need to change how students learn, how schools work to 
fix the problem? (revolution). Once again, it doesn't need to be about extremes, but about what you 
thinkshould be done. 

After a while you of using the structure vs agency grid you begin to see patterns about what people 
think, how society works and also you begin to automatically start vie wing problems and breaking 
them down this way too. It makes it easier to critically vie wand question. 



A couple of patterns that we have noticed in usingthe structure/agency grid in ourresearch. Feel 
free to add any of your own observations too! 

1. Conservative people/institutions/places tend have stronger views towards human agency, 
We theorise that this isn't because they believe in the will of the people, as much as it is that 
they like the current structures and don't want to acknowledgethe faults in systems, i.e. its 
easier to blame individuals then look at the faults in the system 

2. People at opposite sides (especially those on the extremes) will often have really different 
political views and can outright argue about it all the time. ..full on war 

3. Using agency vs structure grid makesyou more aware of the issuesand helpsimproveyour 
critical sociological skills 

4. It's fun to make a super big agency vs structure rug and play sociological twister.... Right 
hand on Marxism, left hand deficit ideology! 



10 . 




Sociological theories to know! 



In this book we will talk about some theories that are re levant to education and how the structure 
hurts students, however, there are some re levant theorists and cool sociological ideas that you can 
learn that will helpyou understand betterabout what we aretalkingaboutand how 
institutions/societies work. 



These are QR codes to interesting YouTube videos about different sociologists/political 
theorists/philosophers/history of i nstitutions/info you should look at that can hel p you get a better 
understanding. They should be about ten minutes each, but you don't need to watch the mall at 
once. 



Karl Marx (known for: Marxism, Communism, Cool beards) 




Michel Foucault (known for: philosophy of Power and Control,a different way to lookat 
history) WARNING: NSFW (erotic art pictures, keep away from teachers and 
little people) 




Next page.... 





History of work (known for: the reason why teachers say you need good grades, why people 
are bitchy to people in retail) 




History of Capitalism (known for: monopoly man, the stock market) 




There are heaps of cool videosand things to look at and learn, But for now these are the ones you'll 
want to know. For the rest of the book we will add in QR codesand bits and pieces to google and 
learn more and provide additional context. If you start to really get into sociology, we will put a 
reference list in so you can start to look at academic articles and texts as well. No pressure! 



What does the SAT really test? 




Do upvotes show the problems of democracy? 






Whatarethe 'Big Issues' in education (from the schools perspective)? 



Disengagement-. 

Disengagement is when students stop paying attention in class, become bored and don't learn. This 
can also lead to students becoming disruptive. Teachers and student teachers are told to try and fix 
this problem by creating more interesting lessons, to include more group activities and more 
pictures. It's also common forteachers to punish students for not paying attention in class. 

You might notice if we are thinking back to our structure vs agency that solutions for disengagement 
focus towards the agency of the indi viduals or small actions within the classroom. Real solutions for 
disengagement need to address the cause of why students get bored and disengage within schools 
beyond boring lessons, but structural issues that also contribute towards disengagement. 



Drop Out 

Droppingout, is a problem in which students stop attendingschool and leave education altogether. 
Sometimes students leave for employment, however, othertimes students stop attending school 
altogether without other options/spaces to go to. The reasons why students leave school are 
complex and often students who drop out are viewed as 'less'. In universities, student teachers are 
told to create a interesting and supportive environment for students so they won't want to leave, 
however, this is rarely carried out within schools and people who are at risk of dropping out are 
often viewed as lessor and pushed away from school by poor treatment and lack of acceptance. 
Who wantsto stay in school and getyelled at by teachers anyway? 

Jeff Duncan-Andrade: Droo Out 

Raise Up:The Drop Out Crisis 

http://bit.do/dropout 




Absenteeism 

Absenteeism, orwaggingisa common problem forteachers to deal with. Much like droppingout 
there are many varied reasons for why someone might wag school. Sometimes people wag due to 
family commitments, due to prolonged disengagement i n lessons, due to mental health issues or 
reoccurring bullying. Those who wag school are often viewed as trouble makers and schools will 
punish those caught wagging. In some cases law enforcement will be called in if you are caught 
outside of school during school hours, and many shops will refuse to serve school age persons during 
school hours in an attempt to force them back to school. This rejection of students will often 
exacerbate the issue and cause reoccurring problems. 




Lack of Achievement 



The students who tough it out and stay in schools still deal with reoccurring issues and this often 
impacts a student's ability to achieve academically within schools. Test scores are used to show 
teachers how well someone is doing in school and many students don't reach up to standard. You 
may be failure with NAPLAN? Schools are increasing standardised testing and are often teaching to 
the test to increase test scores for political reasons such as increased funding and kudos from within 
the educational systems. It's some what similar to a paper and pen gladiator battle so the schools 
can showofftheir"smartest"studentasa badge to show that they have the betterschool.The 
amount of time given to NAPLAN testing and other exam often hurts genuine learning time and 
there are many people who doubt the validity and reliability of these tests. In addition within schools 
most assessments lack authenticity and connection to student's interests or real world application of 
the topic, which make assessment tasks more difficult and a pain in the ass. Students who have 
issues with lack of achievement may fee I as I they are stupid and teachers may treat them as less 
worthy of attention/time. However, in mostcasesthe lack of achievement will be a combination of 
poor schooling environment I eadi ng to disengagement and unreliable and inauthentic methods of 
testing. 



NAPLAN 




Authentic Assessment 







What does the education system really do? 

Forced conformity 

So, this is the part of this book where we really get into this and start to look critically at educational 
systems. We will want to look at some of the theories and sociological perspectives on educational 
systems and to try and answerthe question: 

'What is school for?' 

I'msure a lot of you believethat school isforlearning, forhelpingyougetajobin thefutureor 
being prepared for adulthood, and to a smaller extent that is true, however, there is good reason to 
believethatthe main purpose of school issomethingverydifferent. A French sociologistand 
Moustache man, Emile Durkhiemsaidthatthe majorfunction of school istotransmitsociety's 
normsand values. He said : 



"Society.... Cannot exist except on the condition that all of its members are sufficiently alike- that is to 
say, only on the condition that they all reflect, in differing degree, the characteristics essential fora 

given ideal, which is a collective idea" 

What this is saying is that a society can not run unless all people believe and act in the same way, we 
need to agree and understand social normsand accept them. If a majority of people did not agree or 
accept societal normsand beliefs current systems would not work and society would be forced to 
change. 



Schools are the place to learn societal norms in orderto achieve a peaceful on cohesive society. We 
can view school as a mini society in which children learned howto interact with others and become 
socialised into becoming acceptable for wider society, that students learn not only subjects but 
behaviours and beliefs that they take on as their own. School is the ultimate tool for conformity, in 
orderto be successful, we need to be shaped intosomeone we neveragreed to become. 





We can look at this process of conformity in a similar way to prisons. In highly controlled 
environments, where you have yourtime dictated and you become isolated from the world, you 
become normalised in a process called institutionalisation. In prisons it becomes normal to have 
people dictate your life, your become used to prison hierarchy, gangs and guards and it begins to 
shape howyouthinkand act. Usually when people leave prison systems they have a difficulttime 
reintegrating into wider society again, and it's not only prisons that do this, but people who leave 
the military or have spent long periods of time in hospitals. Our contention is that school does the 
same thing. Schools institutionalise people. 

This is the biggest issue with Institutionalised schooling is that schools punish and destroy those who 
are different. Many of the issues within schooling such as drop outs, disengagement, absenteeism, is 
much higher in those who are considered different from these accepted norms. The statisti csshow 
that if you are poor, disabled, of the 'wrong' race, genderorsexuality, you are much more likely to 
sufferinschoolsasa result. 

Schools punish those who are different in an attemptto shape people into accepted norms. If 
schools and society predetermine who you are and meant to be, if you fit outside these norms you 
are rejected and the blame is often put on the individ uals for 'failing' rather than society and school 
for having unobtainable standards for all, or does not have the authority to make these decisions for 
others. 

One of the things about school senforcing and shaping a conformist society is the lack of awareness 
and permission. That people have not given schools permission to shape children to become 
obedient and quiet 'yes men'. Instead of being told what school is for, we are told that it is for 
learning and preparation for adulthood, and these reasons hide and distract away from the enforced 
conformity into believingthatitisfor 'ourowngood'. 



"I have not given my school permission to decide my life for me. I have never said it was ok 
for them to try and change who I was. I couldn't change who I was, who I am, so they 
rejected me. I never disengaged from school, school disengaged from me." 



Another big question about the institutionalisation of school is why. Why would they do this? And 
what do they have to gain? 

The answer is rather simple, money and power. Educational systems are among the most 
conservative and in order for our current institutions to stay the same, students need to learn and 
unquestionably accept the institutions as they are. Our economic system is capitalist and in order 
for economic systems to stay the same, people need to be obedient workers, and those who can not 
be employed need to believe it is their own 'fault'. 




Emile Durkheim 






Hidden 'Covert' Curriculum 



Schools have been a method for socialising children into becoming the norm fora longtime. How is 
it that they achieve this? 

'If capitalism is to succeed it requires a hard-working, docile, obedient and highly motivated 
workforce that is too divided and fragmented to challenge the authority of management. The 
education system helps achieve these objectives largely through the hidden curriculum' 

Essentially it's all the little unsaid things that shape us and help build students into ideal workers. 
The hidden curriculum is whatteachers teach us but remains unsaid. It's notthe content ofthe 
lessons, but how people teach, the rulesand howschoolsareorganised. By attending school 
students pick up small things, such as having to line up outside, raise your hand to ask a question, 
wear a uniform and have a shirt tucked in, no tal king ect... all the small rulesand acts add up to help 
shape students into becoming the 'norm'. The hidden curriculum is never explicitly stated by the 
school or teachers, however, it is a very present and powerful shaping force that is made more 
powerful bythe large amount of people unaware and whodon'tquestion. 

The hidden curriculum is said to help create a subservient workforce. Some research shows that 
grades are linked to personality traits rather than abilities. Low grades were linked to creativity, 
aggressiveness and independence and higher grades are linked to consistency, dependability and 
punctuality. 

We often hear 'hall mark' ideals behind education about it broadening minds and help people 
develop a firm sense of self, however, educational systems really create unimaginative and 
unquestioning workforces, who are easier to manipulate. 

The hidden curriculum also helps people accept authority. Schools are organised in a hierarchy of 
who has more power. Principals >Teachers> Students. The Hidden curriculum teaches people to 
accept and become used to having little control over their own lives and accept others having power 
overthem. 

Schools are also structured in a way that students learn to become motivated by external factors. By 
having external awards and a structure that does not allow time/space and adequate involvement 
for studentstodevelop internal motivation. Instead of learningforfulfilment, curiosity and joy, we 
learn because of grades, qualification and mandatory attendance. 

The hidden curriculum also normalises people to the fragmentation of their lives. Schools are divided 
into separate subjects and there is very little connection made between the subjects. For example, 
there is very little connection made between social studies, English and art within schools, when in 
the wider world they are very connected with each other. This fragmentation of knowledge mirrors 
the fragmentation ofthe workforce in capitalist societies. Jobs are broken down into specific tasks 
(think factory lines in the most extreme form) where you do notgetto see a biggerpicture or 
interact with others. School helps prepare you for this and be accepting of the specialisation ofthe 
work force. 




Education and Cultural Capital 



Schools value some types of knowledge, objects and behaviours more than others. Teachers usually 
come from white middle-class (fairly wealthy) backgrounds and when they teach they often have 
little knowledge or understanding of the daily reality of their students' lives. For example teachers 
will often give homework to students that have to babysit younger siblings or work so that the family 
can earn enough income to survive. When teachers and education systems val ue one type of lived 
experience over others then culture becomes a commodity (somethingof worth that you exchange) 
and middle class students have better access to an education that works for them but marginalises 
others. We call this cultural capital. 



We also have social capital networks. These networks are the people we know that can help us get 
further in life. They might be able to help us get a job, or go to university or fill out forms for 
Centrelink, or apply for bank loans. Once again if you are from the middle classes then you are more 
likely to have asocial capital network that helps you to get a better education, higher paid jobs and 
access to betteropportunities. 



Education systems are unfair! Everybody should have equal access to all opportunities in life. We 
should value every body's families, cultural experiences and knowledge. That would make a socially 
just society. Lots of us don't want to be like rich wankers - they can be dicks. Our families are 
fantastic no matter how much money they have. People who have less money often have each 
other's backs, are survivors and have a lotto offer our world. If you don't want to have others use 
power and control to tell you to be the same as everyone else and say 'fuck school' and fight back. 
This doesn't make you a criminal. We'd argue it makes you a revolutionist. 



Cultural capital theory: 

Cultural capital: Middle class stuff, rich parents, parents and family 
connections which make it easier for you to go through school 



Social capital: Whoyou know and your social environments 



Navigational capital: How you can navigate from lower SES to becoming 
middle class 



Resistant Cultural Capital: Culture and actions that fight back against cultural 
capital norms and 'the man' 




Educational systems and the 'others 



If we accept that education is created to help reproduce the middle class and prepare people to 
become obedient workers, we must also accept the damage that this does to those who do not fit 
into the societal ideal. Those who come from lowersocioeconomicstatus areas, those who are any 
otherrace or culture than 'white Australian', those who are outspoken, those with mental illnesses, 
those with disabilities, those with complex lives... basically anyone who isn't white, middle class and 
obedientgets rejected by school. 

I say rejected by schools quite deliberately, those who experience difficulties within schools are 
often not derisive and do not reject the concept of education as a whole. Peoples stories often show 
that it was not them who rejected school, but when they asked for help they received none and 
schools rejected them. Even after being rejected and having difficulties, people still believe in the 
narrative of school, they believe that school has the ability to widen their learning and help them 
navigate across social classes. 

We believe its small acts of rejection overtime that lead to the 'big issues' within education. That 
Absenteeism, disengagement and dropping out is linked to the students being rejected from schools. 

Those who have difficult lives are often met with little help and forced to conform within impossible 
circumstances, there is no human connection nor understanding from the system, thus people start 
looking at other avenues outside school. Have a look at this: 



Self- 
actualization: 

achieving one's 
full potential, 
including creative 
activities 



Esteem needs: 

prestige and feeling of accomplishment 

Belongingness and love needs: 

intimate relationships, friends 



Self-fulfillment 

needs 



Psychological 

needs 



Safety needs: 

security, safety 

Physiological needs: 

food, water, warmth, rest 



Basic 

needs 



This is Maslows hierarchy of needs. Basically its about how human beings need to be fed, safe, 
happy and loved in order to be the best they can be and learn to their full potential. It's also a big 
missing block within the school system, we find that peoples needs are being ignored across the 
board. 



People are told that they can't eat when they are hungry, that they can't sleep in class... that they 
need to wait until lunch to pee... all of that harms someone's physiological needs and they can not 
earn underthose conditions. 

Peoples safety is often not addressed in school either, bullies are very common and schools often 
punish the victim and provide no support. In some cases it is the teachers who bully students, once 
again creating an impossible environment in which to learn. 

Small actions like 'no talking in class!' can derail feelings of friendship within classrooms. There is 
also very little attention of friendship from teachers towards students, especially those who do not 
fit within norms. Those who do have mental health problems will often find them exacerbated 
within educational environ ments with very little understanding or leeway made by the school to 
accommodate their needs. Ultimately this means that many people do not receive the support for 
the school needed to achieve and become rejected from the system. 

And when you are rejected from the system, if you're hungry, scared, tired and lonely as many 
people are, you turn somewhere else to fulfil your needs (as you rightly should). Issues such as 
disengagement, dropouts and people wagging school is much more to do with schools failure to be 
supportive and act 'human' than it ever does about that individual person. 



Roses in Concrete- Jeff Duncan Andrade 





School to Prison pipeline 



Schools have more in common with prisons than the rampant industrialisation of their subjects. 
Essentially the re has been a I ink found between schools and young people going to prison and 
violent acts. The biggest I ink that you can find with this is in America, however the re are links in 
Australia as well. Essentially, as a result of school failures many kids are more likely to become 
criminals due to school policies and being rejected from schools. 

In American school systems they have increased police presence in schools, thankfully I don't think (I 
bloody hope not) that Australian schools have much of a police presence, but it's been shown that 
having such a hard line in school can lead to a snowball effect where students are more likely to go 
to jail, andto reoffend lateron. 

Over the top rules and 'zero tolerance' policies have made the situation a lot worse. With a lack of 
understanding and punishment regardless of the situation, people are becoming more violent and 
more likely to end up in prison systems. 

Schools force you to become violent. When schools ignore someone in need, someone becomes 
scaredand desperate and will (naturally) lash out. Insituations where someone has been bullied for 
a long period of time, the victim will lash out with high levels of violence, a lot higher than the 
original bully. The reason for this is because they want the bullyingto stop and they snap. If you 
have been victimised by someone on a reoccurring basis and you get into a fight, the victim will fight 
the hardest and the quickest to end it quickly and get away... its very much like a cornered animal. 

How schools respond to this is to punish quite harshly, which causes a cycle of having no support, 
lashing out and being sent away until you become involved in prison systems. 



Zero Tolerance Story 

"When I wasin yearlO weall hadto line up to go into thedinner hall. Forwhateverreason they put 
the menu with whatthey wereserving that day at the front of the queueso I walked to thefrontto 
read it. As I waswalking backa tiny year 8 kid shouted overto me "Hey stop trying tocutin the line 
you dick head!". I just told him to fuck off and mind his own business as it's the kind of school where 
if it looks like you're giving in to a younger kid without fighting your corner you won't hear the end of 
it. Then the little shit rugby tackled me but he was too small to knock me over so I just kind of stood 
there awkwardly as he tried to kick me. After a while I'd had enough so I grabbed him and picked him 
up, put him against the wall where he was standing before and turned to walk off. The headmaster 
was standing right in front of me and he'd been watching the whole thing. We both got sent to the 
"Reflection room " which is like a higher form of detention. The only time I got in trouble was for 
trying to walk away from a fight started by someone half my size who I probably could have hurt if I 
had wanted to." 

"Thanks, headmaster. Now I know in the future that I should justdeckthe little bastard instead of 

being gentle because the punishment is going to be the same anyway. " 



And that is the exact reason why the school -to-prisi on pipeline exists- because school creates a 
situation where it is more logical to kick someone's ass than not too. 




Deficit perspectives 



One of the big things about schools is something we call deficit perspectives. The idea behind this is 
that the system fucks people over who are not middle class and white, this is a known fault of the 
system and something many people experience. 

The question then becomes howto deal with the situation. Education's solution: Blame the poor 
suckerswhoare beingvictimised. 

Which is essentially what deficit perspectives are, whether someone has lashed out at their bully, 
told their teacher to fuck off or is just not focusing as well as 'they should' the solution is to blame 
the individual. This means that we look at students as problems, like there is something wrong with 
themthat needsto be fixed. 

To analyse the reasons why they do this, lets return to the structure and agency graph. 




The red dot is deficit perspectives. The focus is on an individual (the 'bad' student) and the school 
wishes to deal with the situation by the student 'falling in line'. As we know, the reasons why a 
student is acting out is usually very complex and made much worse by schools rejecting them and 
ignoringthe situation. 

Deficit perspectives come about because the system is ignoring its own fault. It has less to do with 
legitimately believing an individual student is the problem and much more about an inability to 
reflect critically upon itself. The green box in the chart is where most critical educational theories sit, 
they believe that school is the problem and we need to change to fix the issues, deficit perspectives 
are a way of distracting people from these issues/perspectives in order to not change. 

Deficit perspectives are schools sticking their fingers in their ears and shouting 'I can't hear you' until 
you go away. 




Educational Ideologies 

First off we should have a quick talk about what are ideologies? 

They are a set of opinions and beliefs about a subject that together form a more complete 'vision' 
aboutthe topic. 

For example, Marxism can be considered an ideology. It is a set of opinions and beliefs about a 
subjectthat when combined become something more and special. 

Today we are going to talk to you about some common ideologies that we see within education 
systems, and what ideology we believe is best. 

Deficit Ideology: 

Deficit ideology is where when there is an issue within education, the issue is immediately viewed at 
as beinga problem and as if somethingis lackingin them orneedsto be fixed. The students/problem 
is looked at as a deficit (something lacking), hypothetical story time: A student in school isn't paying 
attention, talking in class and not completing her work. People who take on deficit ideologies would 
immediatelyseethatstudentasa problem and will askquestions like 'what'sthe problem with her? 
or simply yell at her to shut up and pay attention. In reality, the student needs glasses. Deficit 
ideology is the most common to come across and even those who are well meaning will often view 
those who deal with educational difficulties as 'problems' that need to be fixed. Deficit ideology is 
quite damaging as it both victimises people who are already coping with a lot of crap, in addition, it 
does nothing to address causal issues of educational difficulties. 

On the structure vs agency grid deficit ideology looks like this: 




Deficit ideology focuses heavily on individuals and human agency and seeks to keep those people 'in 
line' and 'back in their place' 



Grit Ideology 



This is an ideology that is currently becoming popular and gaining traction within education on how 
to deal with people at educational disadvantage. The name 'grit' comes from the idea of dirt and grit 
ideology is the belief that in order for students at educational disadvantage to become successful 
they should betaughtto become resilient and to betaughtto overcome systemic barriers. Grit 
ideology acknowledges the existence and the difficulties of being at a disadvantage due to structural 
issues within the system. However, it falls short in a number of ways. Grit ideology can help an 
individual to overcome problems that it also places the blame straight back onto individual students. 
There becomes an expectation that what is required for success individuals to be resilient and get on 
with things. If a student then fails, it is because they did n't try hard enough and were notable to 
overcome. In addition, people dealing with educational inequalities are often the most resilient and 
hardworking people and the idea that they NEED to be taught to become something they already 
are is condescending. Lastly, Grit ideology doesn't address the systemic issues in place and instead 
focuses on individuals without addressing the cause of the individuals difficulties. 

Grit Ideology on the structure vs agency grid looks like this: 




Grit ideology is very focused on building an individual's agency and the idea of that individual 
revolutionising how they react and approach difficulties. However, there is a complete lack of focus 
on addressingstructural issues causingdifficulties. 



Grit Ideology Ted Talk 





Structural Ideology 



This is the ideology that our work sits within and (un) objectively the best ideology to have when 
addressing educational disadvantage. 

Structural ideology is about addressing structural causes to educational disadvantage through 
changingthe system and how it works. Structural ideologyfocuses noton individual people, but 
systemic changes that can be made in order to make things better for those at educational 
disadvantage. Structural ideology avoids focusing on individuals both as a way to address the causal 
root of disadvantage and in order to not victimise those affected by such issues. 

This ideology is about wanting to make systemic changes and reorganise education into an 
institution that doesn't marginalize and pathologize students but addresses the individual needs of 

learners. 



Structural Ideology on the structure vs agency grid looks like this: 
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One thingthat's importantto note aboutall these ideologies isthatthey don'tjustfitwithin 
education, you can see these ideologies in use and applied to a multitude of different situations 
within society. All we ask of you is that when you take a viewpoint about an issue that you keep this 
in mindand reflectonwhatideologyyouare using. 




Perspectives of the people 



So, we did some research... Essentially we went out into the community and asked a ton of people 
their thoughts about school, how it has impacted the meet. Afterwards, we came back and took it 
all apart and tried to apply theoretical perspectives and see what people said about school. 

We went to areas in Fremantle and into universities to ask people and contrasted this with people in 
Mandurah/Rockingham areas... the difference was staggering. 



Middle Class: All Hail The Hallmark Card 

When we collected data from higher socioeconomic areas we got a lot of responses like this: 

7 love learning' 



'Learn Love Learn' 

'School is fun! Never stop learning' 

Now, these kinds of responses are what I termed 'hall mark shit', com paring them to inspirational 
posts on Instagram or hall mark cards that sound nice but have very little meaning. 

However, these messages do have meaningwhen we lookatthemcritically...the meaningisjust 
rather depressing. 

Middle class perspectives on education and leaning seem to be thoughly entrenched in the school 
narrative. The idea that school is for I earning, that it is fun and for broadening your mind that is 
entrenched in our culture. We have had a look at why this perspective exists, it's a combination of 
enlightenment thinking from the renaissance, the belief that life fulfilment comes from endeavours 
of the mind and more largely, a distraction from the process of conformity that school enforceson 
students. 

Basically, the middle cl ass seem to be thoughly brainwashed about the process and system of 
schools. 

But why? 

One reason about why middleclass people have more completeacceptance of the school narrative is 
because of their high levels of cultural capital. 

Essentially, because these peopleare middle class, they likely had good experiences within school, 
live in a rich area and had little problems. And why would they have problems? School was created 
for them, they get to learn and be taught howto become management when their older and 
because they were normal, schools supported them and teachers helped them...forthem, school 
was great. 

The issue starts when they don't see that their experiences are not the experiences of everyone. 
There is a distinct lack of acknowledgement or understanding of experiences and perspectives 
outside their own. Middleclass peopleare more likely to express deficit perspectives when 
confronted by educational 'bigissues' and are much more likely tofocuson agency without 
acknowledgement of structural perspectives. 




I do think it is important to note that I don't believe that middle class perspectives on education and 
malicious or wilfully ignorant, but rather the system works for them and they don't have any reason 
to reflect or change. These people are happy and feel successful about their own education and wish 
to see it in others. They are also the main vessel for the educational narrative within our society, 
they spread the message to theirchildren, amongstthemselves and towards others. These people 
become teachers, principals and parents. They continue to spread the messages, not due to a 
malicious effort, butan unconsciousspread of beliefs across a culture. 

That however, does not mean that the consequences are any less damagi ng 




Lower doss: 



Our research in lower socioeconomic areas turned out much more interesting and varied responses 
on what people understood, thoughtaboutand howthey were impacted by educational systems. 
We got responsesalongthe lines ofthese: 



7 used to believe I had to get good grades to get anywhere in life but have recently figured that my 

beliefs were false' 

'Made me realise I don't haveto finish school to succeed' 

'Make me realise that all that matters is your own happiness.' 



Those in lowerSES areas reported much more difficulties within school and thatthese difficulties 
still impacted on howthey viewed themselves in adulthood, there were many reports of people 
being isolated and ignored by their schools. There were more reports of teachers ignoring bullying or 
teachers being bullies. 

LowerSES areas also showed higher levels of awareness of structural issues within educational 
system and had a tendency towards actions and resistance against school structures. This was not 
particularly surprising, however, what was interesting that even those who could be considered 
'successful' in school in low SES areas showed awareness and action towards structural issues 
regardless of whether it had impacted them individually or not. 

One reoccurring pattern was one of continued hope and belief in the power of education. This 
differed from the hallmark messages ofthe middle classes in that this occurred not because the 
people had a good school experience, butdespitethe difficulties in school, peoplewithin lowerSES 
areas still held learning in high esteem and had strong beliefs about the power of education as 
navigational capital. This further helps show that issues within education are not caused by 
disillusionmentwiththe ideals of education, and is more likely thats we have theorised, That 
schools disengaged from students, withdrawi ng their support. 

When compared to those from the middle class groups, low SES groups showed I ess deficit 
perspectives. However, there was still many who spoke ofthe importance of agency even when 
acknowledging structural issues within education and people from those areas showed an equal 
balance between acknowledging structure and agency 

Overall lowerSES persons seem better informed and more active when it comes to educational 
disadvantage and despite the difficulties that they have experiences, many people are still willing to 
committhemselves to education. 




Recommendations of the research 



So, this is the part of the book where we try and offer solutions. I'll start of by saying that this is a 
problem that has been going on for over a hundred years, there is clearly no easy -fix solution to the 
problems of educational inequality. However, we fee I that this book is part of the solution. Whilst 
we are critical of educational systems, we still believe in the power of learning. The biggest issue is 
that institutionalisation within schools is not well known and not acknowledged by the masses and 
people internalise failures rather than see them for what they are: a broken system. So our biggest 
recommendation is for people to learn and talk about institutionalised educational systems and how 
it impacts people. 



Public 

As we can see from the research conducted with people from higher SES areas, the idea of the 
school narrative of education asa place that broadens horizons, helps prepare youforadulthood 
and as a caring place, is a very pervasive one that shapes how many fee I about school. This school 
narrative is linked to deficit perspectives and a lack of action taken towards fixing structural issues 
that cause educational disadvantage. 

We believe that two main things need to happen in the public sphere in order to address 
educational disadvantage and worktowards buildinga betterschool system. 

Number one is awareness. There are too many people who are simply unaware of institutionalised 
education, or have a vague understanding but believe they are not affected by it. This can also lend 
itself to developing deficit perspectives when someone is unaware of structural issues and are 
unable to see beyond their own experiences at school. 

We propose creating and spreading a counter narrative and creating awareness about 
institutionalised education through actions such as these books, to get the conversation out the re 
and have people talking and aware of what occurs. Without the awareness no change can occur and 
there will be more resistance against much needed change and 'infighting' between publicand 
disadvantaged students and ratherthan a combined efforttowards instructional change. 




Teachers 



I have done my education degree at university, butitwasn'tuntil I started this research that I saw 
howthe school narrative, institutionalisation and deficit perspectives are ingrained in educational 
systems, including universities and educational research and recommendations in how to teach in 
the classroom. A few examples: 

When dealing with disengagement, we are taught to create more interesting lessons with pictures 
and group activities. There is no talk about how systems cause the issue or how to improve/ protect 
students from the system and a complete focus on individuals/small time stuff. 

When wanting to talk about systemic issues with education, you can be completely ignored, there is 
little space within the degree to talk about and come up with solutions to these issues. 

Teachers are caught up in this school narrative themselves and there is no talk nor support of how to 
address the issues that have such a huge impact upon students. This just furthers this cycle into the 
next gene ration of teachers and students and needs to stop. 

Here are some of my recommendations for teacher practice and pre-service teacher education that I 
believewill make a positive difference in addressingeducational inequalities. 

1. Universities need to address systemic institutional issues and practical solutions in their 
education degrees so newgenerations of teachers will be aware and worktowards 
addressing issues. Systemic issues need to be spoken about often, in many different units 
and in context so it becomes normal practice to critically question education and work 
towards better solutions for students 

2. Teachers in practice should include more humanity within their practice. First focus should 
be on student health and wellbeing beforeeverythingelse. Maslows hierarchy should be 
addressed at all times and spaces 

3. Students should not be viewed as 'lessor' to the teacher. Students are of equal value and 
importance and both people are working towards a common goal, learning. Its important 
that students agency is neverinfringed upon through the enforcementof teacherauthority. 

4. Students should always be viewed as capable and deficit perspectives should be forgotten. 
Have academically vigorous work, talk to students as if they will understand and help 
support them to get there. Your job is to not just believe they can learn, but know it so 
dee ply you won't question it, even when they do. 

5. Students should be viewed as partners for I earning and for creating systemic change. It is 
important for you to teach students about the institutionalisation of school sand howthe 
system will negatively affectthem. 

6. Within practice, it's important to acknowledge and USE the individuality of students, their 
passions, choicesto helpapply ittotheirlearningand helpthem become the passionate 
interesting people they are 

7. When a student is being bullied, support them and address the bullies behaviour to the 
bully, not the victim- to often it is the victims who move class or are punished, don't be that 
person, don't ignore it and address the issue with the bully 

8. When students misbehave, tocorrectthe behaviours do not become authoritarian. Talkto 
students about what is causing the behaviour in a non -judge mental way and see what you 
can both doto correct the causation ofthe behaviour. 

9. Build strong relationships with your students. You are human beings and school is not a 
space in which to forgetthat. 




Students 

It is incredibly important for students to be aware of the structural issues within education that 
cause disadvantage. It's very common for students to internalise deficit ideology and believe that 
they are stupid, unworthy, 'bad' ect. We believe that a large part of com bating this internalised 
deficit perspectives is for students to be aware of institutionalised education and to understand that 
issuessuchas disengagementand poorachievementare notthe resultof beinga 'loser' butthe 
results of a broken system. 

Thisis partofthe reason whythis book and the Underground Schools Project was created, to 
educate students about the issues so they would no longer believe that the blame for school issues 
rests solely on theirown heads. 

We also believe that students and people from lowerSESareas have deep understanding and 
experience with institutionalised education and have a lot to contribute in actively creating better 
systems in place forschools. Through our own experiences, giving people the knowledge and tools 
about their own oppression leads to those people building further agency and creating change in 
theirown lives and out in the wider community. 

Students being aware and taking action also helps create a more informed public and better 
informed teachers as new generation's graduate schools and make their way into the world, to 
become parents, teachers and policy makers. 

Short term we could also encourage students who have ideas and thoughts to say about theirown 
school experiencesoractionsto taketo create awareness and structural change to contact us and 
see howwe can helpsupportyou in doingso. 



'Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change 
the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has' 



Margaret Mead 
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